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those conviclted
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L.os Angeles County supervi-
sors have moved one step closer
goward publicly shaming individ-
uals convicted of soliciting sex
from minors.

;nterim County Counsel Mary
Wickham told the” supervisors
that she expects to bring a draft
ordinance before the board next
week that will enable the county
to post the names and booking
p_hoto graphs on the county’s web-
site qf individuals who have been
cqnv;cted of soliciting sex from
minors. )

Supervisor Don Knabe re-
quested the ordinance late last
year saying be wanted to begina

shame campaign” to lessen the
demand for child sex trafficking.

I‘he report was one of a number
of items digcussed at Tuesday’s
meeting regarding children who
are victims of sex trafficking and
regarding the county’s child wel-
fare system.

“'I:'hey can say what they want,
bu't it really is child rape,” Knabe
sa_ld. The statement coincides
with action the supervisors and
Los Angeles County Sheriff Jim
McDonnell took last week to ban
the term “child prostitute” and to
no longer arrest minors who are
victims of sex trafficking.

Wickham said the ordinance
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“I'm pleased we
have landed with
someone whoisa
long-term advocate
of children’s well-
being and safety
who offers decades
of iege_zl and policy
experlence.”

— Super-visof Mark Ridley-Thomas,

about the naming of a former judge
tn haad tha (Hiice of Child Protection
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« pledge to you
that I will give
every bit of may
being to make
this a success.”

_. Former L.A. County
Juvenile Court Presiding
Judge Michasl Ni ash

Minors
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would apply to those con-
victed of scliciting sex
and those convicied of loi-
tering with inteni 10 50~
licit sex, with an empha-
sis on soliciting sex from
minors. She said a defen-
dant’s name and photo-
graph would be removed
if an appeal was success-
fully gramted or if the case
was expunged.

Supervisor Sheila
RKuehl asked Wickham

to bring back an opin-
jon on whether posting
the names before the
time period a defendant
has to appeal has expired
would expose the county
1o litigation. She also cau-
tioned against posting
the information of soine-
one who has been CCil-
victed of loitering with
intent to solicit sex, liken-
ing the charge 1o “mind
reading.”

Knabe said he hoped
the posting of the names
and photographs would
have a “dramatic effect.”

The supervisers oD
Tuesday also moved to
create a more ceordi-
nated approach to pro-
viding services for child
sex trafficking vietims,
creating a leadership
team among Sheriff’s De-
partment, Probation and
Department of Children
and Family Services of-
ficials. _

The county wiil de-
velop a marketing can-
paign to advertise a “Safe
Space Program” where
vietims of child sex traf-
ficking could go if they
felt they were in immedi-
ate danger. .

The county also is ex
ploring ways 10 spend
$3.2 million on housing
and safe facilities for vic-
tims of child sex trafiick-
ng.
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point [ormey 14, County
Juvenile Court Presiding
Judge Michae Mash to
the position of executive
director of the Office of
Child Protection. The of-
fice was created {ast year
in response 10 & biue rib-
hon commmission report
following the death of an
8-year-old Paimdale bov,
Gabriel Fernangdez.

s pleased we have
janded with someone
who is a Jong-term advo-
cate of children’s well-be-
ing and safety who offers
decades oflegal and policy
experience,’ said Sapervi-
gor Mark Ridley-Thomas,
who co-anthored the moe-
tion establishing the Office
of Child Protection.

] pledge to you ithat I
will give every bit of mybe-
ingto make this & success,”
Nash told the SUpervisars.

Knabe, who voted
against Nash's appolnt-
‘ment, released & state-
ment following the vote.

“I have consistently

expregsed my sirong be-
iief that this office is not
needad,” Enabe wrote.
«Ou that basis, T op-
pose this appointment,
though 1 do not dispute
Judge Nash’s experience
or knowledge. I have
never believed that add-
jng more levels of bureau-
cracy will solve the chal-
lenges we face OF help us
protect our most valner-
able children.



